
Day 6
The day started at 4am! We dragged ourselves from our comfy warm hotel beds and 
enjoyed a quick breakfast of toast and fresh fruit before getting on the coach for our flight 
from Lima to Puerto Maldonado.
The flight took just over 2 hours and we touched down briefly on the runway at Cusco 
Airport before finally arriving at our destination. The heat and humidity hit us as soon as 
we walked down the steps of the aircraft. Our new guides were waiting for us and we were 
taken in a plush new wheelchair friendly coach to the headquarters of Wasai ecotourist 
lodges on the banks of Madre de Dios River. We were greeted by a drink of cocoanata, 
made from a bush tomato, which tasted like tropical fruit punch, and a hairy sloth lazily 

hanging intone tree above! 
Before boarding the bus again we 
retrieved the last few essentials that 
we needed (including the 
Marshmallows!) and said goodbye to 
our large black bags. We then made 
the 40 minute drive to the 
Tambopata River to board our boats, 
via dirt roads. Our driver was very 
skilled at driving through the dust 
clouds as we passed other speeding 
vehicles.
The 31/2 hour boat trip stretched to 

5 hours as the river was high and we 
were travelling against the current. We split into two boats one smaller but faster than the 
other and while the first faster boat stopped and waited at the Wasai Tambopata Lodge the 
JoLters on the other boat answered the call of nature with a "bush toilet" stop! We had a 
packed lunch on the boat with egg fried rice with chicken and/or vegetables which came 
beautifully wrapped in a wild ginger leaf. 


While some of the team dozed in the boat, the rest looked out at the amazing vista whilst 
we cruised along the river in the Tambopata National Park. We tried desperately to spot 
new animals as sped along and did manage to see Spectacled caiman, peccaries, a tiny 
deer, capybara, kingfisher, macaws and black vultures.



As the darkness closed in, and the sun set, we 
arrived at the landing for our jungle campsite. 
Weary from the early start we needed to assail a 6m mud bank, and then trek for half an 
hour through the dense unfamiliar rainforest. The Peruvian team had gone out of their way 
to prepare for us, and as we met a steep gorge, a zip wire fitted with a cradle awaited, in 

order to carry the wheelchairs over! Having 
tested it with Georgie! We then hauled 
Paige through the air, 10m off the ground in 
the dark- what an adventure! 
Afterwards we all felt it had been quite a 
thrill trekking to the campsite in the pitch 
black listening to sounds of jungle and 
quite impressive that not one person 
screamed or made a fuss about the wildlife, 
despite many of us being afraid of spiders 
and creepy crawlies!

Our tents had already been set up for us and after 
putting our things into our small 2 man tents, we had 
our first Al Fresco meal from the camps kitchen sat at 
freshly made picnic benches. Unsurprisingly we had an 
early night after such a long day and fells asleep to the 
sounds of the surrounding jungle and the odd snore 
and giggle from neighbouring tents!!


